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In 1652 a small group of Dutch farmers landed on the southernmost tip of Africa. Sent by the

powerful Dutch India Company, their mission was simply to grow vegetables and supply ships

rounding the cape. The colonists, however, were convinced by their strict Calvinist faith that they

were among God s Elect, chosen to rule over the continent. Their saga bloody, ferocious, and

fervent would culminate three centuries later in one of the greatest tragedies of history: the

establishment of a racist regime in which a white minority would subjugate and victimize millions of

blacks. Called apartheid, it was a poisonous system that would only end with the liberation from

prison of one of the moral giants of our time, Nelson Mandela.A Rainbow in the Night is Dominique

Lapierre s epic account of South Africa s tragic history and the heroic men and women famous and

obscure, white and black, European and African who have, with their blood and tears, brought to life

the country that is today known as the Rainbow Nation. --This text refers to an out of print or

unavailable edition of this title.
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Of historical value

I have been looking for a book that wasn't too ponderous to explain my grandmother's country of

origin, South Africa. I enjoyed this book and learned a great deal from it. It is very readable, and

explains a great deal. Highly recommended.

This is a wonderful book, chronicling apartheid from its start in the 1800's when a group of Dutch



zealots seized the area as their "right" thru modern times and the demise of apartheid in the 1990's.

It covers the early wars between the blacks and the Dutch, the different tribes of blacks against

each other, and the conflict between the later-arriving British and the Dutch. It then builds up the

segregation of the blacks building up to apartheid. It covers: The abhorrent treatment of the blacks,

the labeling of various types as to race, their segregation into their own townships, the segregation

of blacks from "coloreds" (people of mixed race, or Indians) including separation of families because

of black vs colored; the declaration that Afrikaans is the official language; the building of a

resistance and the various resistance groups; the imprisonment of Mandela and others; the student

protest in 1976 and violent reaction by the whites; finally with the freeing of Mandela and the end of

apartheid.The book is quite thorough and writing is excellent. There is one thing that threw me off

for a while and that is that it is not written linearly with respect to time, so you have to pay attention

to the years that you are reading about. None the less, it's a hard book to put down.

excellent

Wanted to find an objective book about what really took place in South Africa's History. Excellent

Book!!!

Great book. Great price.

Amazing book! Totally recommended specially if you plan to visit South Africa soon or would like to

learn more about the country's recent history.

Well written. Keeps the reader interested. I know so much more about South Africa after reading the

book. A great history of how the country became what it is today.
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